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featured at Arena Stage and The Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, The Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles, Cincinnati Playhouse,
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Why are there are more men of color between the ages of 
15-35 in prison than in schools and universities? It cost more 
to incarcerate a person than it does to educate one.

The United States has well over 2 million citizens in federal and
state prisons and many many more in jails, juvenile detention
centers, on probation and parole; over 3,200 men, women and
children are under sentence of death and the number of those
executed is increasing. More than 70% of those incarcerated
have been in jail before. A dramatically disproportionate number
of prisoners are African-American, Latino, and poor people. 
The fastest growing groups of inmates are women and Native
Americans. The cycle of violence and incarceration devastates
families and communities while simultaneously feeding the
prison-industrial complex, which is making immense profits 
off these prisoners.

There is a correlation between the incidence of family violence,
violence to women and children, and the violence that those 
victims perpetrate on others when they gain the power advantage.
Prison intensifies the tendency towards violence. Not only is it
predictable that victims of family violence have an extraordinary
high likelihood of incarceration, it is behavior that is corrosive 
to the life of the communities in which it occurs. In spite of all
this, prison life is a step up for some youth whose numbers are
growing more rapidly than the prison space to accommodate them.

VOICES IN THE RAIN was developed with the help  of: Buzz Alexander: University of MI Ann Arbor, Dr Terry Kupers,
Nate Jones,  Dep. Warden Charles Sprang: Egeler Correctional Facility, Denise Thomas: Program Director: Green
Oaks Facility. Carol King: Program Director: Maxey Training School, Ahmad A. Rahman: Interfaith Council For Peace
and JusticePete Cabel: Director Of Recreation - Western Wayne Correctional Facility. Inmates of The Western Wayne
Correctional Facility: Inmates of The Florence Craine Women‘s Correctional Facility: Inmates of The Egeler
Correctional Facility: Inmates of The Adrian Correctional Facility: Residents of The Adrian Training School For Boys
and Girls; Residents of The Maxey Boys Training School Tim Raphael.

VOICES IN THE RAIN was co-commissioned by The Illusion Theater, Minneapolis, Saint Mary’s University of Winona, MN; The Reston Community Center 
of Reston, Va; Junebug Productions of New Orleans, LA; and Mayfair Festival of The Arts of Allentown, PA.

Michael Keck in a performance 
dialogue excerpted from 

If I had you, Gov’nor O.K. Allen,

Like you got me, I would wake up

in de mornin,’ let you out 

on reprieve....” - Leadbelly
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